Is Mormon a Che Gau?
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Mormons, members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, follow the
teachings of Jesus Christ. Why then do some say that they are a Che Gau? The
following three reasons are most likely:
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1) Some people equate different with bad. Although Mormons believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Savior of the world, they have several
other beliefs that are different from most Christian churches. For example,
they believe in continuing revelation. While most religions believe that God
called prophets in ancient times, Mormons believe that God continues to call
prophets in our day. Another example is The Book of Mormon. In addition to
the Bible, which is used by all Christian churches, members of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints also believe that an ancient book of scripture
from the Americas, The Book of Mormon, contains the word of God as
revealed to ancient prophets. Latter-day Saints (Mormons) say that The Book
of Mormon is a second witness that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
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2) Chinese languages contain many homophones (characters that sound alike).
Opponents of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints use the fact that
the character Mo; which is used in Mormon, Moses, Motorcycle, modern and
friction; sounds like the character Mo used in devil and magic. However Mo
(show bold character) is not Mo (show bold character). These two characters
have very different meanings. Furthermore, since the word Mormon is the
transliteration of a proper noun ‘Mormon’ from English it doesn’t contain a
meaning beyond representing the original sound of the English name. Other
examples of transliterations are Moses (a proper noun from the Bible),
bowling, salad and bus. The characters in these words were chosen to
represent the sounds of the English words and do not have additional
meaning in this specific use. Hopefully, your salad does not contain sand.
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3) Secret versus Sacred Temples: In addition to chapels (note: use the most
common term for church meeting house here) where all sincere seekers of
truth, members and non-members alike, are welcome to attend and
participate in meetings, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints also
has consecrated buildings called temples. These buildings, similar to the
temples of the Bible, are considered sacred structures and are referred to as
The House of the Lord. Once these buildings have been dedicated, only
worthy members of the church are able to enter and participate in the sacred
ordinances performed therein, such as marriage for time and all eternity. It
has been a usual practice for temples, such as the one in Hong Kong, to be
open to public tours before they are consecrated for the sacred work
performed therein.
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The term ‘cult’ (che gau) is commonly used to represent small groups with a
charismatic leader who separate themselves from society in general. With a
worldwide membership of over 15 million and services in over 180 languages,
Mormons don'’t fit this commonly used definition. In addition, members of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon) are active in the societies in
which they live. Mormons serve as ambassadors, hold high-level positions in a wide
range of companies, and have been supported by nearly 50% of the population in a
bid for the Presidency of the USA. As the fourth largest Christian religion in the USA
and with more members outside the USA then inside, they are definitely neither
small nor isolated.

"R S P AR b e B A DAY S AR <HAY NERG - H A S Bt
P4 - EERIF TR BRAIR B 1500 & - R HERAVEE S 180 i > B
HVEZAEATHTT - 40 REBULREVERIFEEESR T (MR BRE EEL



SBUTEER > AERPIBIERIAME - R/ NAFHEEER > TR e 2
50 HYSEEE ST R R BRI EE A - LA G R ESE VIRV AEZOR - H3EE
EISNYRE R NEEE R B AN > MBS A/ > B AEERS -

In spite of these facts some still choose to promote the negative term ‘cult’ (che gau)
in an attempt to make their own religious beliefs look better by spreading hate for

those that are different.
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